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place by the fact that the number of their teachers was
limited, or that the public elementary school was just
coming to be regarded as of importance, and secondary
education of the humanistic type was everywhere domi-
nant. The Jesuit educational organization, therefore,

FIG. 25.   Jesuit College at Regensburg in 1600.
consisted of "lower colleges77 with a gymnasial course,
and of "upper colleges/' which were of university grade
(Fig. 25).
Boys were admitted to the lower colleges at from ten to
fourteen years of age and spent five or six years there.
The first three classes were at first devoted to a careful
study of Latin grammar and a little of Greek; in the fourth
year a number of the Greek and Latin poets and historians
were read; while the last class, to which two years were
usually given, took up a rhetorical study of the classical
authors. Only slight variations in the curriculum were
ever allowed after the Ratio Studiorum was issued, until